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Is ſhewed, how, whenand wherefore 
God doth deſerc his Children , 
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Unto which 15 al {o Annexed 5 certain Symptomes 
Of a Deſerted Condition; with DireRions unto thoſe 


who have loft God's favour , howto petit, and direione 
likewiſe ugto thoſe who have gotten Gad's Fa- 
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Tomy much Honoured and FRe:: 1 


Friend, Mr. Foſeph Holden of Lon; 
(zent, 


| Worthy Sir, 


Ince God (by arume Providence) has been pleaſed to exerciſe 
0 me, with many ſirange unparallel'd aff; Fions, which you (above 
all) have been privy too ; and ſince your Favour and unmerited 
kindneſs (both as to exterral andinternal things) bath teen ſo fre- 
quently and bountifully vouchſafed to me in my deplorable condition. 
{ thought my ſelf o411yed to offer up the firſt Fruits of my Laboriow $tu- 
ates to your Patronag* ; humbly beging your Acceptance thereof; The 
enſugng work hs teen delivered (verbatim) in a Publique Audi. 
z0ry, tu London ; zt treats of Sprritual Deſertions , with which 1 my 
ſelf have been greatly exerciſed , ſo that what comes to the View of your 
Candid Eye, bas beer, Operated aud wrought ly myewn Experiences . 
and conſequentially wot ſofully Fraught with Rhetorical Expreſſio«s. 
1 might indeed have dreſt it 1n amore curious Garb , but that I aff-4 
plainneſy ; only deſifing 1t may be efſeFual for a publick Good + But 
however, my tender years (1 hope) will Appologize for the home ly Style 
and confuſed matter, and thongh it be ſorag'd and unhancſume a Flow- 
er, yet if any can but ſuck ſweetneſs an4 Spiritual benefit therefrom, 
my defire 1s accompliſh'd. But leſt I ſhould exceed the limits of an E< 
piftle, L only beg your continued Favour , and Subſcribe my Self, 


Your much Obliged Friend 
and Servant in the Work of 
the Lord, T, Powek 
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Pſal. 22. 1, 


My God, My God, why haſt thou foiſakin me, 
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'& His Book of the Pſalms receives its name frem 
( pſallere) which ſignifies to ling ; being (tiled 
by the Ancients, to be a Sollolcquie : becanlſc ir 
isas it were a_diſcourſe managed and carryed 
on between God and rhe Soul: St. Chr3ſeft. calls 
it the Bed of Roſes, becauſe a Saint by Divine 
editation doth receive a fragrant (cent from thence, its like. 
iſe called ( parts Biblia) becauſe ina brief manner , ttere is 
ontein'd initas ina Bible, viz, Hyſtory, Law and Promiſes. 
ncerning this Book of the Plalmes , there are many diviſi- 
ns, ſomecalls them Hymns , ſome call them Pſalms, fome 
ivides them into five Books , ſome divides them into theſe fo]. 
owing Se@ions, viz. 1. Prayers, 2. Thankſgivings, 3. Con- 
lations, 4. Propheſies, 5. Doarines. ; 
Firſt, all choſe Pſalms are called Prayers, wherein any thing 
deſired or petitioned of God , as (Miſerere me: Dew) O God 
ave mercy on me, and as ( Ne #3 furore arguas me) Do not re. 
uke me in chy hot diſpleaſure, Secondly, all thoſe Pfalms are 
alled Thankſgivings , wherein we do return thanks unto God 
cr any benefit received , as ( Benedzcite) Bleſs ye the Lord. 
. Thirdly, all thoſe Pſalms arecalled Confolatiens, wherein we 
o find words to this effef, ( Beati quorum remiſie ſunt iniquita- 
5) Bleſfed are thoſe whoſe iniquities are pardoned and for- 
ven. Fourthly, all thoſe Pſalms are called Prophefies , 
herein the Meſliah is foretold and deſcribed. Fifthly, all 
joſe Pſalms are called Dodtrines , wherein precepts and di- 
Ctions are lay'd down. 
The uſe of a Pſalm is manifold , thereare five eſpecial times 
hen Pſalms are fir, meer, and ſuitable robe ſung. 
The firſt is, when thy Heart acheth, Pſalms they area holy 
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he 
preſervative againſt the aching of the Heart, when thy Heaghe 
aches, ſing a Pſalm, and how will itraiſe thy Spirits, ) 


W7 
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Secondly , When thou art deftitute of humane help, ho 
many Pſalms mayſt thou find that ſhall come near th 


in that ſame thing, vzz. thy being deftizute of humane help, Fic 
' p 'f 

Thirdly, When thouart ſuppreſſed by any Enemie, whqh) 
ther Forrein or Domeſtical , Ex:crnalor Interval, | ri 
| I 


Fourthly, VVhen thou art banifh'd and debarr'd from thj- * 
Friends. | _ 


| © 
Fifthly, When thou art depoſed our of that Office whergiti 
in God has been pleas'd to place thee, all theſe Eſtates, Cor 
ditions and caſes, David's Plalms doth ſuite mighty wellha 
and thus much for the Introduttory part. 


Now this Pſalm which I have picched upon doth in a mogo!: 
particular manner differ from the reſt, in regard that the L 
reral ſigniacations of moſt Pſalms are applicable ro Davibbit 
and the Allegorical fignification is applicable ro Chtift, bur th] /: 
not only by an Allegory 1s applicable ro Chriſt, bur likewiſe 1 - 
the Liceral {ence evidenced from the 8. 16.26, Ver. Of the ſamo 
The words thercfare which I have pitclied upon, being, My Go 
My God, why haſt thow forſaken me 2 are ſome of thoſe Jaſt wore 
which were uſed by our Saviour a little before he gave up thjle 
Ghoſt on the Croſs, El:, El:, lamaſabachthanui, which in Englil 
is, My God, My God, why haſt thou forſaken me 8 | 


l 


| er 
I ſhall notirouble you with thoſe various gloſſes upon thiwi 


Text of Scripture , and therefore I ſhall only pirch upon theo! 
conſtruction which Ancients have given upon jt, and which fan 
10w approt'd ay Modern Writers , 4/2. Thas Davidor ofhe 
Saviour, Uid not ſpeaktheſe words only or altogether in the 
own pcrſors , bur in tte perfors of All mankicd + the latte 
of which In.erpreiailon ] tyrend.to make the Subject marter « 
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ur Diſcourſe at this time. Inthe words then you may obſerve 
heſe rwo parts conſiderable, 1. An aftcionate complaint In 
leagheſe words, My God, my Grd, 2. an Anxious Expoltulation, 
y baft thou forſaken me 2 1n which diviſions you may obſcrve 
)avid's diſtrels, pg a delcrtion implyed in this expoſtula- 
hoyory Interrogation, hy hai} theu ferſaken me ? 
zf} Secondly, you may oblcrve David's Faith, that though ina 
eſcrrion , yer God.was his God flill, He doth not cry out, 
> God, O God, why haſt thou forſaken me, But , My God, my God , 
w heþhy haſt thou forſaken me 2 notas we, when many times in a de- 
rtion, cryeth out, God 4 #0t my God, for the which he might 
hltly depart from us totally and finally. 
Thewords ate fo copious, that Ten Sermons might be more 
ccellently Preached upon them than one z bur te ſquare things 
cording totime and tirengrh, I ſhail only give you this propo- 
hergition, or Do&tr. wiz. That , 
Cofj Though God may ſometimes deſert a Believer , yet he re- 
yellfains the Believers God ſtil, 
Now in the carrying on of this, ſhall do theſe ſcveral things. 
1. I ſhall ſhew when a Soul may be ſaid to beina deſerted 
mc ondition. : 
eL{ 2. i ſhall ihew youthoſetimes and {caſons that God moſt 
avithſually deſerts a Soul:in, 
t thi 3. 1 hall prove the point, 
iſe 1-4. 1ihall ſhew yourhoſe defignes that God doth propound 
amgo himſelf in che deſerting of his Children, 
' God 5. I fhallcloſe with the Application, 
vord Firſtof all Iamtroſhew when a Soul may be ſaid tobein a 
p thfleferred condition, and, 
zglif Firſtof all chou mayſt be ſaid ro bein a deſerted condition, 
hen rhere is an intermiſhonof thy Communion wirh God :. de- 
ertion is notiiing elſe but an intermiſſion of our Communion 
| thiwicth God. When chou canſt not commune with God as here- 
1 rhofore, thenitis a figne there is fome diſtance between God 
ich nd thy Sonl., whenchat bieſled intercourſe (Iſay ) which was 
Yr othcretofore between God and thy Soul , is now obſiruced,, then 
the | it 
latte 
ter « 
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iris a {igne that God hath received ſome offence from thee, and 
{o is become prejudiced through thy perverſe unſecming , anc 
ungoſpel like walking towards him, n 
Secondly, when thou doſt deſiſt from waiti upon God, it {f; 
thc uſe of means, then thou mayſt be ſ#id to bein a deſerted tf 
condi.ion , when the Ordinances of the Goſpel which once were lo 
pleaſanttothee, are now bur indifferent , then it argues bad al 
when a manis ſick, there are certain Symptomes by which if. 
may be diſcovered and made known, viz. His Looks are Metad* 
morptoſed, Pulſes bear, ard Appetite loſt ; even ſo it is with 
Sin-tick Soul, with a Deſerted Soul , who may be known b 
thoſe certain Symproms afore hinted, viz, ſhe has not that Sto.” 
mach as heretofore, orice ſhe hungred after the means of Gracef*” 
but now ſhe is even ſurfeited with the plentifulneſs of it ,” het - 
former Appetice ſhe has loſt, F 


Thirdly, when thy Faith touching God , thy Soul, and fi a 
rure Eltace is not ſoclear as heretofore , thenthou mayft be ſai” 
to be in a deſerted condition, Once thou didit believethat GoE” 
was thy God,but now thou art at aſtand, & doſt not know wha 
to think of ir, thou thoughr'ſt that rhy Soul once was in a good. - 
eſtate, but now thou begins to queſtion ic 3 once: if one had aske(F” 
thee a queſtion concerning thy tuture eſtare, thou could hawf 9+ 
given them a full and pertect anſwer ; but now ſuch a queſti 
would puzzlethee: Thns I ſay a Soul when in a deſerted cond 
tion, is at infinite uncertainties touching her future eſtate. > 

Fourthly, whenthy Graces are rather decreaſed than in”*© 
creaſed, riieniris a ſign that thou art in a deſerted condition 
where a decay of Graceis, there the abſence of the eſpeciy | 
preſence of God is preſuppoſed , when we grow rather downl,. * 


wards inour Graces than upwards; it doth Prognoſticate nd t 
only a Deſcrtionto come, but a deſcrtion even now, as S , 
c<t* and Proſperity is the effec of God's Preſents, ſo deſertic 4 
aid diſtreſs is the eftets of God's abſence, 7} 
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ang ( 9) ; 

hott mmaiſt rted 

:x{{tance , when thou art fo ſiaggering in thy Faith, as that 
Ithou, arc loath to rely upon, truſt in, and adhare to Chrift 

for Salvation, though the grounds of thy Paith are firm 
fd fabRahrial ehough, wt cn thy fear (I fayy doth uſurp 


, 
reed 


7 fat 'Aythotity which Faith alone doth claim, then thy con- 
era dition ts very fnſpicious, 

= I come now.to tl.e ſecond thing propos © » which is, to 
oo fieyy thoſe Times ard Seaſons that God moſt uſtaly de- 
nar NETS tn enicauBle 12pnioea 5912. 3 rock 0%. 
bel. And firtt of alt when God deſerts, he deſerts inthe time 


F Profpcrity ,- becauſe then we are mighty apt to grow 
high. and lofty , andto aſpire unto things thar.are ſo ſub- 
Jime as are b-ybhd onr Spt.car and Orb, "tor the which God 


ſai 
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y ha SOLON AMA Yrs | 
nl Secondly, in a time ofHecvrity, when-we are apt to be 


_ d ſevare tn ont ſelves, then Gott departs from us, to the 
hay 1d chat be might ſhake off our ſecurity. 
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Thirdly, in a time of murmuring, when we quarrel with 
09's providences , and are angry with him upon nootkcr 
cconnm, barbecaute-he doth nor humour us, and do whar 
n few ond have him todo. 
__ | come now.to the third thing propos'd, viz. the proof 
Prehepoine', mamely, that though God may deſcrt a Be- 
hever, yer he remains the telicvers God Atl] ; and herein, 
} No be brief." leſt 1 be prevened', in that 'which yer lags 

C 18d 4 And iſt of LAG root is evidenced wary EXXZ 
Why G71. nix GA, why Bo tbid forſaken te 7 Here #' deſertio 
5 ned BAY B68 confine 4s the FEldtIoh of a 
Fache 19 tie Font; "ſe" that excelent place” of Scripture 
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be ſid ro be in a deſertedcondition', as for in-- 


( 10.) 
fax, the further confirmation of this, Rom. 8. 38, Fobs 10. 
2.8. The. Sacred! YYrit, doth infinitely abound with Scrip- 
tures of thts kind. | | 


 Se.ondly,. God hath entred into a Covenant of Life 
wich a Believer, | Fer.31, 31, Therefore though. the Lord 
doth dcfere,-it is only. toratime, the Lord will nor caſt 
off for ever, ſaich the Church in Feremzab's time, the La- 


mentations of Iexemiah 3.31. | 
; \ 
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Thirdly,, Theſo Obligations which are 1njoned on God 
and the Soul , are not temporary, but in eter»em, that is, for 
ever. As ſoon as ever conjugal afteCtions are contraQed{ n 
between God and the Soul, in eternum. durabit , it laſts forf c« 
ever, But-to conclude with this particular, further cons al 
ſider, God isalwayes the Beleivers God. | 

| Fixfk', Becauſe-rhe Father in EleQion is Infallible. 

2. The Sonin his Redemption ſhall not be fruſtrated. 

3. The Spirit in Application of the benefits of Chriſt” 
Paſſion is irrefiſtable, and nnchangeable. W 

4. Becauſe the Regeneration of God's people is perpe. 
tual. | | 

5. Becauſe that power by which God's people is upho] 
ded, is invincible and unconquerable, 


I come now unto the fourth thing propoſed , which isÞc 
ro ſhew what are thoſe ends and deſigns that God pro4or 
pounds unto himſelf in thedeſerting of a Soul, 


And thefirl is, Probandi gratia, for tryal ſake : Godm 
ny times deſerts usand leaves us, to the end, that he migh@Þi 


(1) 
0. Secondly, God deſerts us ab#:nend: gratia, and leaves us, 
p-| tothe end, that we might leave,our ſins, for while we re- 

gard iniquity , God will nor love us , nctther will he dwell 

with us ; God 15 a holy God, and cannot ſee fin, with appro. 
ife 1 bation and allowance in any of his creatures. From hence you 
rd} may obſerve, what is the great,propoſition ofithe Covenant 

of Gaads ; which is, either take God and leave ſin , or'leave 
.4.| God' and take (in; many'times we are apt to grow in 'Jove 
| with our {ins., therefore God departs from us, to {ce which 
{| we like beſt, he, or fin. | 1-7 


for] Thirdly, God ſometimes deſerts us and leaves ns ( e#tr- 
mands gratia ) that we may priſe him the more when he 
comes tous again, The Preſents of a Friend that has becn 
abſent a great while, how welcome 1s it? even after this 
{manner 1t is between God and us, when we have not ſeen 
his face a great while, -how ſweet thenis his reconciled face 
Junto us > Oh! Poor fſonl, the great reaſon why God ſtayes 
o long from thee, 1s, rhatthou might priſe him the more 
when he comes: again unto thee. 


Fourthly, God many times leaves ns and deſerts us (ca- 
end gratia) to the end we might have a care of loſing him 
gain. The burnt child (ut wwlgo dicitur) dreads the fire; fo 
hat man or woman, who knows how bitter the abſence of 
h isod is, will rake care another time how they forfcir their 
pro-fommunion. with him. _ 


Fifthly, God many times leaves ns and deferts us (antiri- 
indi gratia) to prevent our affections from being, glewed to 
nighÞings here below ; God many times leaves us (1 ſay) leſt 
e is F< ſhould like our being here below too well. If our com- 
, foſpunion with God was continual, ir would be a Heaven then 
Moon Earth , if God's preſence was alwayes with us, we 
knowpould-not talk then of going to Heaven: we ſhould even ſay 
10 afÞ$ Peter did unto Chriſt in the tran{figuration , Lord #t ts good 
ndly r 4 (laith he) tobe berF\atr. I7 4. | 

| 7M * Appli- 
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| come now untothe. Application, its it{o , that thoug 
(God may deſert a Beleiver, yet he is the Belieyers: God (þi 
; then this may ferve tara ufe of comfort and conſolation tc 
yau /thartare ina deſerted condition , though he has let 
you, yer he is, your God {till 5 though-he has Jeft you , yet 
he will come toyou again. O drooping Soul bear up then 
have a good Heart, though a deſerted Soul yet a hap 


dy Soul: >» ] 
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Secondly, if fo be this is a truth, then it will ſerve t 
re{ue andconſuce. ſuck who-dohald char one may be a, chil, 
of God to day , 4nd a child; of the Devil romgrrow;, wherea 
we deny it and affirm thus , once &-Believer , and alwayes 
Believer, once a child of God and alwayes a child of God; 
if God hath beer really-our God, he is our. God for ever... C 


Hſe 7. EA 


Ifſobethisis a Truth, then. hcre is encouragement fo 
you , togo to God in your forlorn Eſtate , though he hat 
deſcried yt u, ver know he hath not utterly. call you off z 1c 
ipg then tnac lie 1s your God-, gather from. thence groundſ 
encugh ſufficien not todrive you into-deſpair. He 1s yo 
God i L ſay) therefore go to him and beg, earnefily.of hi 
tor deliverance :. Cry out as. our Lord |clns- did; upon t 
Croſs, My God my God.why hast thou forſaken me >. Argue | 
wich God, reaſon the caſe ( ſay). with God ; Iet thy. Sou 
Expollulaic with God, aftcr:this manner, Lord 1 am thin 
and thou art mine, why therefore ſhould there be ſuch diffeſ 5? 
rence between thee and my Soul, pray to God believingly 

| | BD wreitl 


 EE1y.) 
| wreMMe wich hit in good eatheſt , argue wil: fiftn to {cm6 
ptirpofe, 'oncif 1801 tine thoh haſt prevailed with lis , ©: 
halt gotteh the bictkog. i | 


Having now almoſt brought my Diſcourſe toa Pc1iod, | 
ſhall only lay downa, few dirc&ions to, tnoſe wiv igvg doll 


God's favour, how ro'get it, fecotifly to thoſe wiio tac 
gorten Gof*s Favour how to Keep it. 


© Firſt Fam co lay down ſbme_direions to thoſe who have 
loſt God's fayour , how rs get it , and firſt be carne} in the 
perſuite after it; if you have loſt God's favour, gic neither 
flumber to your Eye-lids, or tc{t to your foules until ſuch 
| tines you ger it, becauſe as the belt White wine , when 
| ſtale, becom's to be the ſowrelſt Vinegar , {o likewite, tic 
| bef& love when abuſed, turf ro be the ſoreſt wrath, 


- "Secondly, you muft endeavour after God's favour by. - 
(nr te Promiſes, when thou gocſt to-God ih a way ot 

uty, ſayuntohim, .Lord, thou haſt promiſed ſuch and 
ſuch things , cherefore I am reſolved in the ſtrength: of 
. | Chriſt not to go aivay till theſe Promiſes are fulfilled in 
2 me. + | 


1 Thirdly to get God's favour, is by weeping, lamenting, 
1 and-repenting over that which has been the occaſion of 
q lofing ic. Phyficians reckon that when they have found 
out tie cauſe of the Diſtempcr , the cure is half dove. So 
ſ6bl when thou knoweſk what that particular thing is for, 
which God hath departed from thee, then there is hopes ; 
© therefore loath thy ſclf, cry ſhame of thy ſelf , in regard 
| ix] of carrying thy ſelf ſofrowardly and difobediently unto God 
we | who hath been ſo good unto thee, 


I come now togive fome directions unto thoſe who have 
1;fe g9tten God's Farour, how to keep 1t. 
| A 3. And 
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And firſt of all be ſure you goue it : valew youitat a 
highrate, you that have gotten God's Favour are rich in- 
deed ; nay further, if you have gotten God's favour , you 
gror- gotten that which a Thou and Worlds can'c pur» 
chale. 9.4 


| Secondly, if thou wouldſi keep God's favour , endeavour 
ro live an(werable unte it z have a care of {inning away God's 
favour , make a good uſe of it, grace the Goſpel of our Lord 


Jeſus, with a pure and blameleſs converſation. The way to 


ger mercies continued, is by getting them SanRifed, 


Thirdly, if thou wauldſt keep God's favour, wait then 
upon him in a conſcientious uſe of means ; pray more ſincere. 
ly tt:an heretofore, pray moreardently then heretofore , pray 
mcre believingly chan heretofore , pray more perſeveringly 
than heretofore : Soin like manner, when thon comeR to 
the Sacrament , let thy love be ay <ains , thy Faith increa- 
ſed, thy Repenrance renewed ; be frequent, I ſay, in theuſe 
of thoſe means which God hath appointed for the increaſe 
of our graces, ſo as that you may live like a people that have 
a Hellco eſcape, and a Heaven to Obraln. 


Fourthly, to keep God's favour , is by conſidering that if 
thou loſeſt it, thou wilc thereby loſe thy foul ; if God's Favour 
is kept, thy (alvation is ſure, but if God's favour is loſt then thy 
{ſalvation 1s loſt. 


Fifrhly and laſtly, ro keep God's fayour is by believing thar 


ict5 the principal thing in Heaven and Earih , which indeed 
ic iv, what will it profit you, if you ſhould gain the whole 
world and loſe God's favour. : 1s there any thing here below 
that can do you good in arother World , beſides the favour of 
Go4 ? | 

YIOUWY wall buy («t alt dicuni ) all things but not the fa. 
v-ur ut Gud, 
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( 15) 

Finally, (my brethren) there is nothing to be compared 
with it, Oh then! what now dothremain, but that you ſhould 
ſo prize it, the favour of God is ati excellent thing , do you ſo 
account jt; which that you may ſo do, the Lord God ſay 
Amen. 
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